
Template Method Pattern

The template method lets 

subclasse
s redefine certa

in 

steps of 
an algor

ithm 

without ch
anging t

he 

algorithm
's struct

ure.

Abstract Class

templateMethod()

primitiveOperation1()

primitiveOperation2()

Concrete Class

primitiveOperation1()
primitiveOperation2()

"Subclasses decide how to implement steps in an algorithm"

Notes:

to implement the invariant parts of 

an algorithm once and leave it up 

to subclasses to implement the 

behavior that can vary

when common behavior among 

subclasses should be factored and 

localized in a common class to 

avoid code duplication

to allow a subclass to control 

extensions by implementing hooks

Template Method is used... 

primitiveOperation1()

primitiveOperation2()

The template method makes 
use of the primitiveOperations 
to define the skeleton of an 
algorithm. It is decoupled from 
the actual implementation of 
these operations.

brew() {

  "make coffee"

}

addCondiments() {

  "add milk"

}

brew() {

  "make tea"

}

addCondiments() {

  "add lemon"

}

prepareRecipe() {

  boilWater()

  brew()

  pourInCup()

  addCondiments()

}

boilWater()

pourInCup()

wantsCondiments() {}

Beverage

Coffee Tea

template method

hook
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